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Local Plan — progress and next steps

The Local Plan for Buckinghamshire (LP4B) provides a major opportunity to shape the
growth of Buckinghamshire over the next 15 years and beyond. It will identify areas for new
housing and employment, while also designating areas for protection and enhancement,
such as our valued landscapes, natural habitats and heritage.

Earlier this year we carried out a public engagement survey on the draft vision and
objectives for the LP4B. We received about 700 responses to the Local Plan for
Buckinghamshire Vision and Objectives which we are in the process of analysing and
considering.

We have now published an interactive map and basic details of the 1,000 or so sites which

were submitted in response to our two Calls for Brownfield Sites and our Wider Call for
Sites. We are assessing these sites for their suitability, availability and achievability
(including viability) to accommodate development. This work will help us to shape the first
Buckinghamshire Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA).

Our next local plan public engagement work is likely to take place in early 2024, subject to
Cabinet approval. This will be on possible high-level growth scenarios for the spatial
distribution of new development to meet assessed levels of housing and employment need.
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https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/tell-us-about-a-site-for-development/

Cost of Living update

Community Food Chain Campaign

The Helping Hand team has recently launched the Community Food Chain Campaign which
aims to increase public food bank donations and raise awareness of volunteering
opportunities available at local food support organisations. You can find out more here —
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/campaign/community-food-chain/

If you would be interested in finding out how you can support this campaign please contact
Hannah Tomlin, Food Lead Co-ordinator, Helping Hand Team —
hannah.tomlin@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Welcoming Spaces

There are locations throughout the county, including Buckinghamshire libraries and
community venues such as churches and halls, that have continued to offer a Welcoming
Space to residents throughout the summer months.

Now that we are moving into autumn we are looking at ways in which Welcoming Spaces
can again offer residents warm and friendly places to go and meet with others this coming
winter. More information on resources and guidance for setting up a Welcoming Space will
be available shortly.

If you have any queries in the meantime please contact Laura Davies, Operations Manager,
laura.davies@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Energy Doctor
Buckinghamshire Council has introduced a new Energy Doctor scheme as one of the
initiatives funded by its allocation of the Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund.

Under the scheme, domestic resource efficiency officers are visiting qualifying homes to
assess and advise on measures that can reduce energy consumption and costs.


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D8HUjk45oxAQnZ_RAep2jkDgwyB1f6wO6CcMaPoyqgJVUqQ5Us8MpBGvaWN5n2iCGnE6grWOSjdZUgRTLPuhoxpHpkkD2w5QSSjmD0-YonEpsmeKZabtAeQIrbRtGXItVX4KQleAG6_nxpFpFSn6xS354DTmj2XRLweKzR6J46bmkBcVV9t-lf5AoYhyaBs8amRdHn5xnJgUxOM9W1RpDeeuqPGGaqcFq0tdlxaKBRVL6e8IvXPUAMB56cs2IDOkq7IIwAQa9mZun29lsod38MiKhryK_e0gdtjqL9smbJHQ3_EBYLsB_1ONkmLCpFp88Fe2m0KyU71znMrn0oCy-h7eE6tGo8HoTZTtTqsQmaOj9l0g_H00eM1geh_JCLrjVqLNQz_mf3m-8BQ5O3QUR0rQvbsJqtu9br77rnpkcEaF-QNeXSvMo9mqKgEwnrTqPgcPr0SlBamtEaJrWm4f3FO8njstFHUmrVtbVMwqzqzi2pDnslRZ2MgGO38i9ubFlX_2cm8ICk3y6Ia-yvUwV7v7I5MtddRp1682nqsp2J1JmTjfqJG2Q59Jte2MYJs5PC_eoumun0OtzgR5qu-YAO_DqoVtKAalktBatrf4e2BlddRJwdatZIefegPtSQpVUVY6tXXygN1QuayUPJ93utGY5n-Uqz6YgwaOAXqTrW0D20&data=05%7C01%7Cjill.hodge%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7Cd4c2e475065c4244845008dba582b28f%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638285752980724501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ddhvKPsz%2F9HkUUqUZKVDm6IHTmfq1LmAV29zmw0qWNU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/campaign/community-food-chain/
mailto:hannah.tomlin@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
mailto:laura.davies@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

The team also installs suitable low-cost measures in homes such as draught proofing, hot
water cylinder insulation jackets, reflective radiator panels, secondary glazing film and LED
lights.

To qualify for an Energy Doctor visit, applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
e They rent the property through a private rental agreement, or own and live in the
property
e The household has an income of £30,000 or less (before tax), is in receipt of means-
tested benefits such as Universal Credit and Council Tax Support, or a member of the
household is disabled
e The domestic property has an energy performance certificate (EPC) rating of D, E, F
or G, or does not legally require an EPC

To find out more about the Energy Doctor scheme, and to request a visit, go to the council’s
website.

Revenues and Benefits

Council tax collection remains on target despite obvious pressures in the community and as
a result additional funding is being made available to the discretionary housing payment
fund to support residents who may have one-off difficulties preventing them paying their
rent.
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Review of Where you Vote

Following recent boundary changes, there are a small number of proposed changes to
polling districts and polling places in the county. Most polling places remain unchanged.
We welcome your view on these proposed changes.

Closes 4th December

Buckinghamshire Housing Strategy 2024 — 2029 Consultation

This will be Buckinghamshire’s first countywide Housing Strategy.
We want everyone to have a suitable, secure and affordable place to live — our Housing
Strategy shows what we will do to make this happen.
The strategy sets out:
o the housing challenges and opportunities in Buckinghamshire
e our approach to tackling housing needs
o how we will work together with all the partners involved in delivering housing in
Buckinghamshire
We want to hear your views on our draft priorities and actions.

Priorities and actions

To achieve the strategy, we have created 3 equally important draft priorities:
¢ responding to the needs of our diverse population
e better homes: good quality, sustainable and matched to need
¢« new homes: affordable, accessible and appropriate


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DMdHuFWvkkMnUajJa8Blb2pKFwJ_QQLVUBH-mv1tf_uGtV5Hbc8OgvZhkj6TMYHfcQ6cVIY4r7H33CSjemqdUQxxtBoe0n2qWgsq-gRTh1VSFnBAsBzLdv413CdSnLHYrUY2Jxhq4a4d6l36YWr_7WO5AbHU-YTMb_ULS3jOcNdjxxrjj_LItFNPqV6j1RWHVdoY6vhhFTmfX5EClget4YrV_yV7A8NHG2ulWy45_6viHtv-4CmN_JnJDSR3gLvECUEnNX4ewrLWhZJgKXMtYfJjujdvBXBWMpR2yDWqYlv8t0&data=05%7C01%7Csue.robinson%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C07f830fbffe74f1161bc08db9d709b80%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638276879198115369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RdJ7tC4OFivypDOvzuofnA2kEvNDJKGskzW0%2FvgAhkY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.news.buckinghamshire.gov.uk%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DMdHuFWvkkMnUajJa8Blb2pKFwJ_QQLVUBH-mv1tf_uGtV5Hbc8OgvZhkj6TMYHfcQ6cVIY4r7H33CSjemqdUQxxtBoe0n2qWgsq-gRTh1VSFnBAsBzLdv413CdSnLHYrUY2Jxhq4a4d6l36YWr_7WO5AbHU-YTMb_ULS3jOcNdjxxrjj_LItFNPqV6j1RWHVdoY6vhhFTmfX5EClget4YrV_yV7A8NHG2ulWy45_6viHtv-4CmN_JnJDSR3gLvECUEnNX4ewrLWhZJgKXMtYfJjujdvBXBWMpR2yDWqYlv8t0&data=05%7C01%7Csue.robinson%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C07f830fbffe74f1161bc08db9d709b80%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638276879198115369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RdJ7tC4OFivypDOvzuofnA2kEvNDJKGskzW0%2FvgAhkY%3D&reserved=0
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/corporate-services/polling-review/
https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/housing/housing-strategy/

Each priority includes:
e what we will do to achieve it
e the challenges Buckinghamshire faces
e actions we are doing now
e proposed actions for up to 2029

Closes 18th December

Buckinghamshire Council consultations

Current consultations and surveys from Buckinghamshire Council are available to view on
our website https://yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com/



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CShauna.Hichens%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C452d5c6e794148e3414208da5b66e83a%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C637922794777532961%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bRQpPDKODTr0nH2pqcaadCQj%2FQ1l0wDeyl6%2BEDgbgEU%3D&reserved=0
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